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FROM TiiE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





LIFE OF ORIGEN. 
[ CONTINUED. } 


in the house of his Benefactress, he confined himself to 
the study of science and literature. But wishing to live 
mdependent of her charity, he opened a school io the 
course of a few months, and by this means obtained a 
livelihood. Though only eighteen years old, such was his 
renown that many of the learned, many philosophers, and 
many masters of heresy attended on his instructions ; and 
among these were several whom he converted to what was 
then considered the orthodox faith. The reputation and 
number of his converts increasing, he was confirmed by 
Demetrius, Bishop of Alexandria, in the office of Catechist, 
or Professor of sacred learning. He now stood in the 
place that had formerly been occupied by his Master, 
Clemens Alexandrius, at the head of that distinguished 
school in which he himself had studied divinity ; and he 
determined to abstract himself entirely from the ordinary 
cares of life, that he might devote the whole of bis atten- 
tion to his new and arduous employment. For this pur- 
ose he sold that part of his library which treated of lite- 
ature and science, and took from the purchaser an obli- 
sation to allow him five pence per day, as an income on 
which he might subsist. 

From this period, he restricted himself to the most rig-" 
jabstinence and labotious study. The day he spent 
partly in fasting and other religious exercises, and partly 
‘a the duties of his office ; the night he employed in the 
study of the scriptures, rese:ving a little time for sleep, 
which he seldom took in bed, but generally on the bare 


ground. The sanctity of his life, his eloquence and ex- 


tensive learning, drew to him a great number of disciples 
from all quarters, and from all classes and sects. He soon 
had the triumphant satisfaction of witnessing a proof of 
their constancy and zeal in the faith; for in a sudden and 
furious persecution, which some of the Roman magis- 
trates set on foot at Alexandria, several of his scholars 
undauntedly sealed their profession with their lives. Ori- 
zen himself was often attacked with showers of stones by 
the enraged heathens, as he went to the place of execu- 
tion to encourage the martyrs; a practice from whieh no 
danger could ever deter him. It was about this time,when 
he was in his 21st year, that he performed an act which 
subjected him to the anim=dversions even of his warmest 
friends, and was ‘the occasion of much reproach to him 
through all his life. ‘Understanding our ‘Saviour to re- 
commend emasculation, he male himself an eunuch, not 
only for the kingdom of heaven’s sake, but also from pru- 
dential consideration, as his instructions were sought for 
hy both sexes. Demetrius, his bishop, at first applauded 
‘it as an act of the greatest heroism, though he afterwards 
alleged it against him as an inexcusable offence. Origen 
himself when older, regarded it as improper. 

Inthe mean time his school increased to so great a 
number that he was obliged to commit his younger pupils 
to the care of his friend Heraclas, who had been one of 
his first disciples. According to Lardner, he must have 
employed the leisure which this assistance allowed him, in 
attending the lectures of that ingenious aud subtle phi- 
losopher, Ammonius Saccas, under wrom he became per- 
fect master of the Platonic, Pythagorian and Stoic no- 
tions, and of the Oriental systems. This study was then 
thought highly useful, but now it is supposed to have had 
a pernicious effect on Origen, by confi. ming him on the 
visionary plan of turning the scriptures into allegory, an 
of imagining in them a hidden and mystical meaning, 
Which was to be understood by the help of the philosophy, 
Or inore properly, the jargon of the age. 

About the same time, be composed his Tetrapla, which 
was a bible, in wnich the Hebrew tet, the translation oi 
the Septuagint, that of Aquila, that of: Symmachus, and 
that of Theodosian, were placed in difereut columns. 
This work was the commencement of that astonishin 
monument of study and labor, the Hexaple or Octapla 
Even in the imperfect state in which it was now first pub- 
lished, it greatly increased Ovigen’s fame and drew fro 
all parts many of the learned into Alexandria, to couvei se 
with him, or to be instructed by him. Among those who 
came for the latter purpose, was St. Ambrose, who had 
4itherto been a heretic of the Valentinian kind, but who 


was now brought by the persuasions of Origen, to forsake 
his former notions, and to become a zealous proselyte to 
the common faith. From this period, both the fame 
which Oxjgen had acquired, and the envy which of course 
was awakened against him, conspired to inter upt his re- 
sidence at Alexandria, and finally to banish him from the 
city. About the year 213, he made a jourmey to Rome ; 
and soon after his return to Egypt, he was sent for by an 
Arabian Prince to come and instruct him in the Christian 
religion. Not long after this, Alexandria being harassed 
by a warwhich the Empeior, Caracalla, waged against 
its inhabitants for having jeered and scoffed him, Origen 
retired into Palestine. Being settled in the city of Cesa- 
rea, the bishops ofthat province requested him, though 
not a priest, to expound the scriptures publicly to the peo- 
ple, and he complied. But Demetrius, bishop of Alexan- 
dria, who began #o look with envy on Ovigen’s reputation, 
immediately wrote to these prelates, expostulating with 
them for the appointment they had given to Origen, and 
alleging that it was a thing unheard of, that a layman 
should preach in the presence of bishops. Alexander, 
bishop of Jerusalem and Theoctistus, bishop of Cesarea, 
answered him however by shewing that the particular of 
which he complained had been sanctioned in the church 
by a practice by no means uncommon. Meanwhile, 
Demetrius had sent some deacons to Origen with a letter 
enjoining it upon him to return immediately to Alexan- 
dria. With the commands of this letter, Origin saw fit to 
comply ; and accordingly resumed the care of the cate- 
chetical school. However sometime after, he was divert- 
ed from his employment by an order, which he received 
fromthe princess Mammea, to visit her at Antioch, that 
she might see him and hear himconverse. He staid with 
her but a short time, and then returned ft» Alexandria, 
where he’ immediately began his Commentaries upon the 
scriptures. He prosecuted this work withe.*t interruption 
till A. D. 228, when he was sent withUemtrs of recom- 
mendation from Demetrius, into Achdra,on some ecclesi- 
aStical affairs. It wasin this voyage that he passed thro’ 
Palestine, he was ordained presbyter by the bishops of 
that province. Demetrius highly resented this ordination 
of Origen by foreign bishops, without his leave ; and wrote 
letters against him tothe several churches, declaring him 
disqualified for the priesthood by the act performed in his 
youth, and alleging moreover that it was unlawful to 
ordain the principal ofthe Alexandrian school, which 
was under his episcopal inspection, without his knowl- 
edge and approbation. This ferment, however, subsided ; 
and Origen after accomplishing his business in Achaia, 
veturned to Alexandria, where he soon published several 
books of Commentaries on the scriptures, together with his 
werk entitled Stromota, and his book of principles. In 
this last book, as well as in some other works, he advan- 
ces the doctrine of Universal Salvation. His opinion was, 
that the souls of mankind existed in a state prior to the 
present ; that they Were consigned to these mortal bodies 
in consequence of their deviation from the lawsof order, 
in that first state ; and that after death the souls of all 
mankind, both good and bad, will be subjected to a most 
searching trial by fire, with different degrees of pain, ac- 
cording to their different degrees of moral pollution, until 
they shall become perfectly purified by the operation. In 
process of time, he contends. the souls of the most wicked, 
together with the fallen angels, or, in short, all intelligent 
beings, will be restored to happiness, Itissaid however, 
that Origen directed that the doctrine of the Universal 
Restoration should be kept as a secret from all those who 
had not made high attainments in divine knowledge ; and 
an unknown Universalist writer has quoted the following 
passage from him : * How long this purification, which is 
wrought out by 4 penal fire shall endure, or for how ma- 
ny periods or ages it shall detain sinful souls im torment, 
he only knows, to whom ali judgment is committed by the 
Father. But we must still remember that the apostle 
would have this text accounted as a mystery, so as that 
the faithful and perfect ones may keep its secret sense a- 
ong themselves, and not ordinarily divulge it to the im- 
pe fect and less capable of receiving it.” 
Ongen soon found that bis bishop was but little appeas- 
‘d towards him, notwithstanding the momentary calm 
vhich encouraged him to return to bis native city. In 
231, Demetrius assembled acouncil, in which it was or- 
jained that Origen should leave Alexandria and resid 
there no more ; but that he should nevertheless be per- 


. 





Origen now bade adieu to his native city, for the last 
time, and retired to Cesarea. Here he was cordially :e- 
ceived by his old friends, Alexander and Tireoctistus, wlio 
immediately commissioned him to expound the seriptures to 
the people, and sat under his inst:uction themselves as 
though he wastheir master. The wrath of Demetrius 
however had new afflictions in reserve for him. He as- 
sembled another council of bishops in Egypt; and obtain- 
ed a decree which deposed Origen fiom his sacerdotal dig- 
iity and excommunicated him from the church. When 
this sentence was regularly passed upon him, he could, 
according to the ecclesiastical constitution and canons,no 
longer be received in any church, or by any bishop under 
the catholic jurisdiction ; nevertheless the bishops of Pal- 
estine, Arabia, Phenicea, and Achaia, who were person- 
ally acquainted with him, so highly esteemed him that 
they hazarded the experiment of supporting him, in oppo- 
sition to the ecclesiastical regulations. It should be par- 
ticulaily remarked here however, that it was not for er 
roneous sentiments that Origen was deposed or excoim 
municated ; for it does not appear that he was ever ac- 
cused of these, till long after his death. What were the 
offences alleged against him we know not; but they 
probably consisted only in some informality or irregulari- 
ty in his ordination, or some disregard of the customary 
elaims of his bishop. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 








DOCTRINAL. 








VOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


ON AGENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 





ment, thet nove of your correspondents should condescen4d 
to offer some remarks, in ansWer to the inquiry, published 
in the 25th Number of your paper, over the signature 
“BELFAST.” It appears to me that the subject there 
proposed is worthy ‘of special consideration, and that a 
few explicative Observations upon it, would be as profita- 
ble to your readers in general, as any thing which you 
could insert in your interesting publication. Were I not 
apprehensive, sir, that the productions of a few moments, 
which I might offer upon that subject, would prevent the 
labors of some abler pen, I should be induced to send you 
some fugitive thoughts, for yqur inspection, and, if you 
thought proper, for insertion in your columns. The in- 
quirer, “ Belfast,” informs us, that “ the accountability oi 
the creature to his Creator,” is one of the “ principal 
strings” upon which the opposers “of Universal Salva- 
vation, harp,” in arguing against that doctrine. The 
same is true, I presume, of most other places, where the 
gospel of Jesus is opposed. The “ free Agency” and “ ac- 
countability” of man, are, perhaps, as little understood 
by people in general, as alinost any point which could be 
mentioned, appertaining to our present condition and fu- 
ture destiny. ‘That man is an agent, or an active being, 
and accountable to his Maker for the proper use of bis 
faculties, is a position deniable by none, except, by strict 
fatalists. And that he is a free agent, in an appropriate 
sense of the phrase, ts also allowable. Man is FREE to 
exercise all the powers and faculties which he possesses, 
in due subordination to the established oider and fitness 
of things. And what reasonable being would desire to 
be an agent, upon any other principles: Whoever is 
fully convinced that the Author of our existence, the be- 
stower of our faculties, was infinitely good and wise in 
constituting us active beings, will not desire to possess a 
freedom, inconsistent with the established order of things 
He will be satisfied that man is free to act, to the utmost 
extent to which such freedom could exist, accoiding tu 
the unerring wisdom and impartial goodness of God. 
Hence, for his satisfaction, on that point, there need be 
no metaphysical disse:tation offered, on human agency— 
no elaboiate arguments on the meaning, extent and limi- 
tation of the phrase, free agency. ‘The substance of the 
whole would be embraced in the simple concession, that 
intelligent beings act voluntartly,and as freely as is con- 
sistent with the proper influence of motives, in al) things 
for which they are accountable. That no one is five to 

ct, voluntarily, beyond the influence of motives, is just 


s evident, as it is thatany one acts atall. There would 





mitted to retain the office of presbyter. 


ve no such thing, as choice, unless the object chosen, had 
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an infi.ence upon the pe.son choosing it. But the fitness 
and nature of things are such, that instead of doing vio- 
lence to man’s agency, the object does but call it into 
exercise, and show man, by the consequences which re- 
sult, that he is free to choose that object, which, by him, 
is deemed to be most valuable. All reasoning, expostu- 
lation, exhortation and persuasion, presupposes that they 
are influential upoilcnoice; and yet, thus influenced, men 
act fieely. The more critically and carefully we exam- 
ine this doctsine, the stronger will be the convictions of 
its truth, 

The above remarks being adimitted, the accountability 
of the creature, will follow of course; and the character 
of the Creator appear infinitely amiable, in making him 
so. The guilt consequent upon choosing an object of 
minor importance, arises fiom the conscientiousness of 
having been criminally disposed, in making that choice. 
Objects which aie presented will appear valuable, ac- 
coidingly as they correspond with the prevailing disposi- 
tion of the chooser. Where the same ultimate end is to 
he promoted, by two individuals, there will be an essen- 
tial difference in the choice of means, to accomplish it; 
and the choice of each, will indicate the disposition of 
hearts, from which they severally act. If a man is hear- 
tily disposed to be Aonest, an opportunity to defraud a 
neighbor will have no influence upon his conduct; but if 
he be freacherous, the object presented will appear to be 
desirable, and unless fear restrain, he will gratify his 
wrong disposition. by a criminal act. Men are account- 
able for their actions, for the most wise and equitable 
purposes; and the law which is given, and by which their 
deeds are to be tried, and accounted either virtuous or 
vicious, is happily calculated to expose the motives and 
dispositions, by which they voluntarily act. This 
being the case, it cannot be difficult to reconcile the doc- 
trine of accountability with the ultimate reconciliation of 
all things to God, unless it can be proved, that men ought 
to be miserable and wretched, after being possessed of 
the very disposition which the law of God requires; which, 
to my understanding, is a palpable absurdity. So long 
as it is admitted that human deeds are not vicious on ac- 
count of the consequences which follow them, all things 
considered, but in proportion as they indicate a corrupt 
disposition of heart, no good reason can be assigned fo: 
perpetuating the punishment for them, any longer than 
to effect the benevolent purposes of the punisher. Taking 


into consideration the whole government of God, the sin- 


ful intentions of men may be overruled for the promotion 
of purposes, worthy of the Creator, by whom all things 
exist. Therefore the sinner will become abased and hum- 
bled, in seeing his own wicked devises frustrated, while 
he cannot but adore and love that supremely glorious Be- 
ing, whose infinitely benevolent designs are certain of 
accomplishment. Should I see nothing upon the inquiry 
by * Belfast,” before your next, I may, with your permis- 
sion, offer some remarks, directly touching the main point 
to which he alludes. BRUNSWICK. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE BODY OF CHRIST. 


Mr. Evrror——My time for reading and study during more 
than halfa century,has been spentin *‘searchingthe soriftures,” 
as was said of “the noble Bereans.” I am aware that | 
chall, ere long, put off thisearthly tabernacle; but as ** Jesus 
hath brought life an] immortality to light through the gospel,” 
I have a well grounded “ hope, which is the anchor of the 
soul, both sure and steadfast ; and which entereth into that 
within the veil, whither the forerunner bath for us entered, 
even Jesus the head of every man: and we may be sure 
that we shall bear the image of the heavenly man,as we are 
certain that we have borne the image of the earthly. 1 Cor. 
15. 41. 

With a view of calling the attention of your readers to the 
subject contained in my introduction, | have chosen the fol- 
lowing text, illustratively—* For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
ynany, are one body, so also is Christ.” 1 Cor. 12.12. It is 
evident the apostle meant to use this figure, as truly descrip- 
tive of the body of Christ. Upon no other principle can | 
reconcile it with the severity of the following text. ** He that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damua- 
tion to himself” Here let it be distinctly understood, that 
the cause of the unworthiness and damnation of the eater and 
drinker, is, his * not discerning the Lord’s body.” 1 will en 
deavor to illustrate this. The night Jesus was betrayed, he 
took bread, blessed it, brake it, and gave to his disciples, say- 
ing—* This ismy body. And he took the cup and gave 
to them, saying, Drink ve all ofit. For this is my blood of 
the New Testament, which is shed for many, (not few) for 
the remission of sins... We must ebserve that when the 
bread was made, which he brake, all distinction was lost of 
the several grains of which it wascomposed. There was no 
great, no small to be seen; no full,nothin; allwasone. And 
so: / the grapes, all distinction waslost in the wine which flowed 
from thelr pressure. 

The emphasis put upon the word “body,” when Jesus 
blessed and brake the bread, is to me, a clear representation of 
the Alessing upon ell nations in Christ, the promised see’, of 
«hich the bread was a fitemblem. It is a fact that if all na- 


, 


tions are blessed in Christ, they must be gathered together, in 
one, where there is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, 
bond or free; all being one in Christ. When professors ate 
and drank unworthily, they, at that time, partook of dam,ra- 


which the bread was truly emblematical. For this very cause 
many of the Corinthian biethven were weak and sickly, anc 
many among them did sleep. I might quote several passages 
descriptive of the condition of those infirm, disordered and 
sleepy professors, if it were necessary. And is it not a fact, 
that like causes will produce like effects? 1 believe it has 
been invariably the case that those professing christians, who 
have not discerned the Lord’s body, when attending the com- 
munion, have been more or less tinctured with the leaven of 
the Pharisees, and have made it an occas.on of increasing their 
own condemnation, by remaining ignorant of that, which Paul 
would have his Corinthian brethren to know, viz.—tTuaT THE 
HEAD OF EVERY MAN IS CHRIST. Ww. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


TO “A UNIVERSALIST.” 

Str—Your reply, to what you kindly denominate, a 
“calm and christian notice of your former communica- 
tion,” is now before me; but having lent the papex thai 
contains the aiticle referred to, 1 am not so well prepai- 
ed to answer you, as I could wish. But from the best of 
my recollection of what1 wrote, | do not discover by youy 
quotations and remarks, that you have misapplied or 
perverted any arguments which I advanced. It seems, 
however, that your views differed, in some measure, fron 
mine, concerning the grounds of this friendly controversy. 
You expected I should advance “premises peculiar to 
Calvinism,” and go on to defend them, instead of proceed- 
ing ina direct manner, to disprove Universalism. But, 
of what advantage could it be to the public for you and 
me to dispute upon the peculiar points of Calvinism : 
when, after all, the controversy must tu.n upon this sol- 
emn, this awful question: /s God delermined on punish- 
ing the wicked eternally 2 When that question is solved, 
we can agitate and settle as many more, as we think 
proper. lam unable to discover any “advantage to” 
myself, or * disadvantage to” you, in the ground [| have 
taken; unless, Universalism can be more successfully op- 
posed, on Arminian, than on Orthodox principles ; which 
I do not belie¢e to be the fact. Ut I fail to convince you 
on evangelical principles, I will engage not to avail my- 
self of the sophistical arguments of those, who have been 
considered, for nearly forty years, to be more heretical 
in their doctrines, than the Universalists themselves. J] 
have entertained no doubt, but that all men would be 
saved, if Christ died for all indiscriminately, with the in- 
tention to make his atonement efficacious. It is absurd 
to contend that any will be lost, whom Chiist died to save ; 
and equally absurd to maintain, that a helpless guilty 
sinner, can save himself. But to come more directly to 
the main points in your reply. 1. That “the soul that 
sinneth, shall die,” you seem to admit; but you deny that 
the death threatened, is eternal death. At such a denial, 
I was at first surprised, as your sentiments on that point 
are so different from Dr. Huntington’s. He adinits that 
all men are threatened with, and actuaily deserve, eterna! 
death. But I must meet you on our own ground. You 
mean to maintain, if I understand you, that the death 
spoken of, is not endless ; because if it was, all men would 
suffer it, since all have sinned. I must allow there is 
much plausibility, and some weight, in your suggestion, 
though it is new. We know that the best of men sin dai- 
ly, and would not be saved, if God was “just to mark 
their iniquities,’” and punish them according to their de- 
serts. Nor do I pretend that repentance, of itself, weuld 
save them. Repentance is the erzdence of our being ef- 
fectually called aud saved, and not the cause of salvation. 
The people of God, you must remember, have a promis« 
of salvation, through Chiist. ‘He died, the just for the 
unjust, that he might biing «ws to God.” “ He shall sav. 
his people from their sins.” * He is a propitiation for our 
sins.” There is a promise of forgiveness to the righteous; 
and those for whom Christ died, are justified and saved, 
for Jesus’ sake. His perfect righteousness is imputed to 
them, so that, although they are sinful and vile in theirown 
character, they are holy and perfect, in Christ. If any 
inan be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things, (orig- 
inal and actual sins) are done away; behold all things 
become new. The Lord is our Righteousness. and the 
poition of his people forever. But it is not so with the 
wicked, who are left out of the covenant of mercy, to 
perish in their sins eternally. It is true, Ido not find 
the phrase, efernal death in the bible. YetI do find. 
that the word death stands opposed to eternal life, and 
must mean eternal, unless you can prove that God has 
given eternal life to all wicked men, such as swearers, 
liars. robbers. and murderers. But if God has given eter- 
nal life to unbelievers, of what advantage would it be for 
them to believe? If I could be satisfied that Christ died 





tion instead of salvation, not discerning the Lord’s body, ot 


fo. the whole woild,in the s:me sense and for th; sam 
clovious purpose. that he did fo: bis people, I should nn 
ily admit the doct:ine of univeisa! salvation. 

2 The next remark to which I shall reply, is, th,, 
which exposes you: singular views of the nature and Pie 
sency of punishment. Yeu say, * For myself, I care lit 
tle, whether ‘ sinners are justly punished according to the;, 
works,’ in this life, or that which is to come ; since jt j, 
certain they must and will be punished as much as the 
deseive, and they vieserve as mech as will prove to be fo; 
their good.” This truly is a novel sentiment, that sinne;; 
dese.ve no more punishment than will prove to be fy, 
their good! I admit that. infinite good, will result fo), 
the punishment of the wicked; but it will be the highest 
good of the whole universe, but not of the wicked them. 
selves. How can you warn sinners to escape fiom de 
served punishment, if they deserve no more than is pe. 
cessary to promote their own benefit? Should you no 
rather urge them on toendure it with fortitude.aid enjoy i 
consequent blessing: When we are told that the wicke; 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, I wish yo, 
would inform me, what good it did them. Punishment js: 
retributive, not emendatory. If it was the nature of pun. 
ishment to reform or amend the punished, it would not be 
everlasting or endless. ’ 

3. 1 do not know but that I went too far in saying, 
there would be no motives to reformation in this life, j; 
there could be any change after death. It would bette; 
express my meaning, to say, that the motives would be 
lessened, in proportion as a probability of a change for 
the better, increased. If the fear of some punishment ig 
the future world, would have some efficacy, in producing 
ieformation, would not the fear of a greater punishment, 
be more efficacious? Hence the doctrine of the Resto-a- 
tion, is more influential in ;estraining sin, than modern 
Universalism. You ask, * Will not the thief foibea: to 
steal, if he believes the State prison will be his reward 2” 
To which I answer, In most cases he undoubtedly would, 
But all men are not such believers, and therefoie, need 
some other motives, to ieform. They hope not to be de- 
tected ; or to be pardoned by the mercy of the Judge; or 
to reform and do better before another occasion, for sin- 
ning, in a similar manner, shall occur. There are a 
thousand devices to elude the deseit of sin. Let us be- 
ware we are not deceived. 

The turn which you gave to the passage from Eccl. ix. 
10,is worthy Ofattention. After examining it, ] am rather 
dissatisfied with the mannex in which orthodox preachers 
have explained it. It must refer, 1 am now convinced, to 
the grave, and not to a future state of being. I must join 
with you in asking—* But if there is no knowledge nor 
wisdom, after death, how can there be a knowledge of 
happiness or misery.” Having made this concession, I 
hope you will have the candor to acknowledge that the 
passage which you so triumphantly quote, from 1 Cor. 
xv. relates to a change of the body and not of the soul ;— 
“we shall all be changed.” The body will be changed, 
of both the righteous and the wicked ; but there is noth- 
ing said of a change of moral character. When I said 
there was no alieration after death, my meaning was, that 
there would be no change in the mo:al character of men 
Those who form a good character, in this life, and are re- 
puted righteous, may increase in holiness and happiness, 
in the future state: and for ought I know, they may con- 
tinue to grow better to all eternity; on the other hand, 
such as form a bad character, and are adjudged 4s wick- 
ed, may increase in degrees of wickedness and misery, to 
the same perpetuity: but both will retain the same com- 
mon character, which they foimed here. He thet is 
righteous will be righteous still; and he that is filthy, 
will be filthy still. Additional degrees of holiness ox sin- 
fulness, will not change the general character. 

When you produce scriptural evidence that the change 
spoken of in 1 Cor. xv. relates to the moral state of man- 
kind, your observations will demand particular attention. 
| have no doubt but that that chapter alludes to al! men 
indiscriminately; and announces the certainty of a re- 
surrection to fature life; but it remains to be proved, that 
all men will be raised in the same order, or that all wil! 
be alike happy. As the point at issue, is of infinite im- 
portance to immorstal souls, I hope to write with modera- 
tion and charitableness, evincing a disposition to put & 
fair construction upon all you may offer in suppo:t of 
your doctrine, as well as to ask the same candor and 
friendship on your part. CALVINIST. 
- SAL TEPER PALMS OE PNET PE 

WARRIED, . 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. John F. Fraser, prin- 
ter, to Miss Martha B. Beckett. 

By Elder Rand, Mr Melatiah Cobb, of New Charleston, t¢ 
Miss Betsey Coltman, of Falmouth 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Ebenezer Ryerson, to Mrs. Dor- 
cas Wilson. 

By Jonathan Morgan, Esq. Mr. Florin Berry, to Miss Emi- 
ly Libby, both of Scarborough. 

On Monday evening, Mr. John Richardson, to Miss Ele@ 
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It is not because we agree with our friend “ Augustine’s” 
on, in regard to the sacrament, that we admit his remarks 
into our columns; but to render a service to him and the pub- 
lic, to which they are In just:ce entitled The reading com- 
munity ought to be frequently apprised of the course pursued 
yy the :ditor of the Mirror, in making selections for his paper, 
of articles which relate to other denominations of christians. 
They ought to be informed that he not only inserts pieces, 
which contain the most palpable misrepresentations of Uni- 
yersalism, but of allother doctrines also. from whose advo- 
cates, he cannot look for any patronage forhis paper These 
things are liable to be overlooked, or to pass unobserved by 
such) readers as repose coinmon confidence in the integrity of 
the Editor of the Mirror. 

But singular to relate, it will be seen in the case alluded to, 
that the disobedient avd rebellious child, was rising up to rid- 
icule her own parents; for Calvinisin is the offspring of Po- 
pery. In relation to the funda nentals of their religion, such 
as, the fall of man, the nature and demerits of sin, the atone- 
ment, the trinity in unity, and the endless misery of the wick- 
ed, Calvinists and Papists, harmonize and agree; and Calvin 
himself, in his * Institutes,’’ quotes the opinions and language 
of the Catholic Priests, with as uch confidence (and more 
freyuency,) in support of his views, as he does the words of 
St. Paul. And well, indeed he might; for he not only found 
vastly more in the writings of Papal Doctors that could be 
construed to support his barbarous notions, than he did in the 
scriptures —but he found the priswary articles of his creed there, 
or he has quoted them very dishonestly. And yet the ‘ alvin- 
jst editor of the Mirror, introduees an article to burlesque the 
Catholic religion! He has even descended to a misrepresen- 
tation of their doctrine, which may be detected by every can- 
did reader. It is not our intention to enter into any contro- 
versy, concerning the unmeaning jargon of words, which both 
the parties in question, employ, concerning the Lord’s supper ; 
but we would just observe that, we think that the Genevan 
doctor, made no real improvement, in the doctrine of the 
Church, on that point. Both their views are alike mysteri- 
ous and unscriptural. 


opini 





THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Eastern As- 
soclaTion OF UniversaLists, convened at Farmington, Me. 
June 23, 1824, and first, united in Prayer with Br. F. Mace. 

Organized the Council, by choosing Br Jasez Woopman, 
Moderator, Br. Russeiu Streeter, Clerk, and Br. Syiuvanus 
Cozs, Assistant Clerk. 

Read the Letters from several Societies, represented in this 
Assocation, and heard reports from Ministers and Delegates, 
relating to the prosperity of the word of truth. 

Appointed Brs. R. Streeter, Wm. Frost, and S. Cobb, a 
“ommittee tu examine requests for Letters of Fellowship and 
Or dination, and to make reports on the qualifications of can- 

i dates. 


ORDER OF PUBLIC SERVICE, WEDNESDAY. 
_ Introductory Prayer, by Br. R. Streeter Sermon, by Br. 
». Cobb, from 1 Thess. v. 21. “ Prove all things; hold fast 
tiat which is good.” Concluding Prayer, by Br. Wm. Frost 


AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Introductayy «Prayer, by Br. F. Mace. Sermon, by Br. J. 
W oodman, from Col. iii. 12--14. “ Put on therefore, as the 
sect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, hum- 
bueness of mind, meekness, long suffering ; forbearing one 
other, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quar- 
relagainst any ; even. as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.— 
“Ind above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 


~ perfectness.” Concluding Prayer, by Br Thomas Dolliff. 


THIRD SERVICE—5 o'clock. 
P Introductory Prayer, by Br. Henry Hawkins. Sermon, by 
5St. George Bates, from Psalm Ixxxix. 15. “ Blessed are the 
people that know the joyful sound ; they shall walk O Lord, in 
te ight of thy countenance.” Concluding Prayer, by Br. Al- 
‘an Dinsmore. 


Thursday Morning, June 24—8 o'clock, 


Met according to adjournrent, and united in Prayer, with 
Sr Pussell Streeter 

Received into fellowship with this Association, the Societies 
in Belfast, Canton, Eddington, New Sharon, Palinyra and 
Rea field. ; . 

Appointed Br. W. A. Drew, a committee to ascertain t!e 
‘under and places of Societies in Fellowship with this Asso- 
ns and report the samme tothe Editor of the Christian 
pe lligen er, i season to be inserted with the Minutes of 
‘He present session. 


Heard the report of the Committee appointed to receive ap- 
Pheations for Fe'lowship and Ordination, and according to 
the rrecommendation it was 
Fides. To grant Letters of Fellowship to Brs. Henry }'aw- 

> seorge ates and Thomas [olliff. as preachers of the 
heen io Ordain Br. Alvan Dinsmore, to the work ot! 
“ristian ministry. 


PUBLIC SERVICE—THURSDAY, A. M. 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. S. Cobb. Sermon, by Br. W. 
Frost, from Deut. xxxiii 29. “* Happy art thou, O Israel : 
who is like unto thee, O people, saved of the Lord.” Conclud- 
ing Prayer, by Br. George Bates. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Ordination of Br. A. Dinsmore.—I\ntroductory Prayer, by 
Br. J. Woodinan. Sermon, by Br. R. Streeter, from Mark 
xvi. 30. * And they went forth and preached me where, the 
Lord working with them and confirming the word with signs 
following."’ Consecrating Prayer, by Br. Wim. Frost. De- 
livery of the Scriptures and Charge, by Br. F. Mace. Right 
Hand of Fellowship, by Br. S. Cobb, Cencluding Prayer, by 
Br. W. A. Drew. Benediction, by Br. R. Streeter. 


Voted, That Br. R. Streeter be requested to publish the 
Minutes of this Association, accompanied with a Correspon- 
ding Circular, in the Christian Intelligencer, as soon as ay 
be convenient; and that he be authorized to strike off an ex- 
tra number of said papers, and distribute them at his discre- 
uion. , 

Appointed Brs. Streeter, Mace and Cobh, a Committee to 

visit the General Convention of Universalists, to be holden at 

Stafford, Vt. on the third Wednesday and Thursday in Sep- 

teinber next. 

Voted, That it be advisable to have a uniformity of Hymn 
Books, in the different Societies in this Association. 

Voted, To adjourn vhis meeting, to be holden by Divine 
yermission, in Wayne, (Me.) on the first Wednesday and 

hursday in July, 1825. 

United in solemn Prayer, with Br. Wm. Frost. 

JABEZ WOODMAN, Moderator. 

Russe. Srreerer, Clerk. 

Syivanus Coss, Asst. Clerk. 

EPISTLE FOR 1824. 

THE MINIsTERS AND DELEGATEs, composing the 
Councii of the EASTERN AssociaTion of UNIVER- 
SALISTS, for the current year, to theis BRETHREN of 
like precious faith, scattered abroad, send christian 
salutation and benediction : wishing you Grace, Mer- 
cy and Peace from the infinite fulness of Him, in whose 
presence are pleasures forevermore, 

BRETHREN— 

Under the guardian care and benignant smiles of * our 
Father in heaven,” we have been permitted, again to as- 
semble in annual Association. ‘The occasion was inte- 

esting and jayous, ina high degree. We received “show- 

ers of refreshment from the presence of the Lord.” All 
circumstances seemed to combine, to repder the meeting 
comfortable and delightful. During the night, the rains 
fell copiously to water and refresh the parched bosom of 
the earth—through the day, the air was sweet and serene 
—the country around us, presented the appearance ofa 
garden enamelled with flowers and fruits—the brethren, 
at whose request we had there convened, received us with 
cheerfulness and liberality—the council was as full as 
could be expected, and the worshipping congregations nu- 
merous, orderly and attentive. It may be said in truth, 
* We took sweet counsel together, and walked to the 
house of God, in company.” In our deliberations, the 
utmost harmony prevailed. Noroot of bitterness luxu- 
riated among us. We could say with *David, * Behold 
how good and how pieasant it is, for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head—as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew which de- 
scended upon the mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life forevermore.” The 
accession of fhree to the smal] number of our ministering 
brethren, in this State, was duly appreciated, and we 
doubt not, will be a theme of rejoicing to our absent 
friends. ‘The work in which they have engaged is impo: - 
tant and arduous, and, in addition to the felicities which 
we hope they will experience in a sober, virtuous and pi- 
ous course of life, they also need the encouragement and 
support of their brethren in Christ, wherever God, in the 
order of his providence, may cast their lot. Both in re- 
lation to them, and the young Brother, who was publ?cly 
ordained to the work of an Evangelist, we would observe, 
that, in receiving them as fellow-laborers and brethren, in 
the cause of Jesus, in the midst of an opposing, persecuting 
and unbelieving world, we bid them welcome to the joys 
of the gospel, thus inscribed, * No CROSS, NO CROWN.” 

The formation of several new societies, and their re- 
ception into our counexion, is cause of congratulation to 

11 who take an interest in the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour. Those who have long professed the faith of the 
gospel, and, amidst the machinations of priestcraft, the 
assaults of fanaticism, and the prevalence of infidelity, 
have remained the sentirels and advocates of eternal 
truth, will feel themselves encouraged and strengthened, 
by the prevalence of the word of life,and the correspond- 
ing exertions of their friends and brethren, in various pla- 
ces. They will entertain cheering hopes, that the few 
societies which bave been organized Curing the last recess 
of the Association, will prove to be but the prelude of 
tore extensive co-Operations, for the promotion of the best 

(human purposes ; that before another annual meeting. 

nany such religious bodies will be constituted, and the 





present ingathering appear, asa few drops, compared with 
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a copious shower. For the encouragement of our friends, 
who have not as yet organized themselves into society, it 
inay be remarked, that, in most places, where o:ganiza- 
tion has taken place, the number of those who were will- 
ing to unite in the profession of the Faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints,” has exceeded the expectations of those, 
who stepped forward, in so glo: ious a work. If believers 
maintain a life as becometh the gospel, though their num- 
ber be sinall, they may hopefully engage, in rearing, es- 
tablishing and perpetuating social and :eligious connex- 
ions, for the further spread of the gospel among them, 
Though their enemies may rage and endeavor to overcome 
them, they will be found invincible ; * five will chase an 
hundred, and an hundred, put ten thousand to flight.” It 
is obedience to the gospel of Jesus, that impacts gigantic 
strength to the soldiers of the cross. But, however fo. mid- 
able our ranks may be to our foes, while we are clad in 
the armour of virtue temperance, fortiiude and (ruth, le: 
us deprive ourselves of these, and like Sampson, sho n of 
his locks, we become weak and powerless—-an casy and 
acceptable victim to the fury of those religious Philistines, 
with whom we are surrounded. As “ the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God” is fast spreading in the 
earth, it behoves all those whose hearts are now illumi- 
nated, to come forth in the strength of the gieat * Captain 
of our salvation,” take an active partin this glorious 
warfare, that when Jesus shall triumph ove: all his oppo- 
sers and reconcile the world unto God, they may shave in 
the glory of his victory, and * be glorified together with 
him.” Let noone sleep, since the day is at hand ; and 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

The reports which were received from different cirec- 
tions were gratifying, & strengthened the convictions which 
the friends of order and good regulations have had, at 
every returning anniversary, that systemafical co-ope- 
ration among brethren of the same religious sentiments, 
is as essential to the prosperity and success of thei: com- 
mon cause, as ef any other, in which they might be en- 
gaged; and that we may not present a painting of our 
religious state and standing, fairer than the original, it 
must be given as the opinion of the Council, that much 
remains yet to be done. There are too many brethren 
unorganized into society ; too many towns where there is 
no ministration of the word of life; too many instances 
of Societies having become extinct, or neglecting to as- 
semble in their religious capacity, on the Sabbath, for so- 
cial prayer, singing, preaching and other christian exer- 
cises. Too little attention is paid,in many places, to the 
moral and religious education of children and youth. 
Therefore, for our own profit and the good of the rising 
generation, we offer these serious suggestions, in numble 
hope and prayerfulness that God would sanctify thein te 
all hearts, to whom these christian greetings shall come 

Brethren in the Lord—But one remark is necessary to 
show how important it is, both as a matter of policy, of 
duty and of conscience, that we maintain ‘a conversa- 
tion as becometh the gospel of Christ,” “in all things 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour.” Among our 
opposers, whether from the pulpit, the press, or the pri- 
vate professor. the principal, ahd almost only objection, 
which is confidently raised against our doctrine, is, as 


immoral or licentious tendency! Every thing else, has. 


been, and may again be, met, and refuted to the satisfac- 
tion of the more enlightened, liberal and se:ious part of 
the community, And shall we now hesitate, for a mo- 
ment, in relation to the course to be pursued, as it res- 
pects this last and most noisy of all objections? Let us 
meet it manfully, with the incontrovertible, all-convincing 
argument of a virtuous and holy life,and we can triumph 
in being “conquerors, and MORE than conquerors, thro’ 
him that loved us,” and hath given us eternal life. O} 
may God in mercy enable us, to hear and perform “ the 
whole duty of man; to fear God and keep his command- 
ments.” 

And now, may the showers of infinite Grace continue 
to descend on. all herein addressed, and all the families 
of the earth, till the whole posterity of Adam are sancti- 
fied, saved and embosomed in EVERLASTING BLISS. 

Per order, R. STREETER. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ ANTI-SECTARIAN” is received, and will appear as soon as - 


we have concluded the life of Origen. 

Our ‘“ Sincere Friend.” who wishes to see a“ suitable 
Sketch ef the Life and Character of Miss Lucy Barney,” is in- 
formed that we are pleased wit! the suggestion, and shall on- 
ly wait for such outlines as will warrant the portraiture. 








pean —— — 


Installation Sermon. 
g UST published and for sale at this Ofice,a SER MON, 
ey delivered at the Installation of Rev. SEs srtan 
STREETER, over the First Universalist Society in the 
city of Boston, May 13, 1824—by Rev. Russell Stre:ter, 
of Portland. Togethe: with the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ship, by Kev. Hosea Ballou; and Charge, by Rev. Tho 
mas Jones.— Price 124 cents. 
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ODeé FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY. 


BY REV. HOSEA BALLOU. 


In Freedom's song let millions join, 
And praise the Guardian Power civine, 
yy ose nspiration gave the light, 
That dawn’d with clear celestial ray, 
And gave our land this festal day, 
Dispers’d its clouds and made it bright. 


Like Israel's tribes on Egypt’s flood, 
Our fathers’ feet with caution stood 
On stern oppression’s awful strand ; 
They ras’ their prayer to Heaven's high throne ; 
The Lord in Majesty came down, 
And safely led his chosen band. 


The way was desert, dark, and drear, 
And doubtful hearts were fill’d with fear ; 
Butlo! a fiery pillar rose, 
Al*'t to guide fatr freedom’s band, 
And lead them to the promis’d land; 
A cloud of darkness to their foes. 


Columbia’s bills and vales be glad; 
Virgins and Youth, with garlands clad, 
I-xpress your joy in songs of praise ; 

While dim ey’d age exults to see 
Its offspring independent, free— 
And joins th’ inspiring theme to raise. 














FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION—No. III. 


I shall commence this third and last number of the article 
to which | have wished to draw the attention of my brethren, 
by aclverting to a general principle which enters into all the 





proceedings of justice in civilized countries, and which, in 

most cases, actuates nen in the selection of those who are to! 
decide between them and their fellow-men. ‘The smallest re- 

flection is sufficient to convince us, that, if we must submit to 

a formal trial upon charges exhibited against us, we should 

wish to have our judges of those who could enter into our 

feelings the most deeply ; we should wish them to be men, 

who needed not to imaging themselves in Our circumstances, 

but who really are so, at least so far as employment or pro- 

fession forms a community of feeling and interest. Where are 

instances in wh ch, to constitute one man the judge of anoth- 

er, it is not enough that he isa man of honest mind and sound 

judgment ; it is requisite that he be of the same profession 

with him whose cause he is to decide. The reason of this 

is founded in the nature of things, in the constitution and 

structure of the human mind. Every profession has a set of 
feelings and views peculiar to itself. If then a minister is 

charged with a species of conduct, supposed to affect his pro- 

fessional character, let the tribunal at which he answers be 
composed, principally at least, of those of his own profession. 

This course will not derogate from the honesty, fairness or 
good judgment of other men, nor disparage their powers in 

any of the usual concerns of life. 

The remedy for the evils | have mentioned are partly point- 
ed out by the evilsthemselves. Ifwe are convinced of the 
existence of those evils, let us immediately apply the remedy. 
Let the General Convention expunge from its Constitution 
the article which makes the offences of churches or ministers 
triable at its bar. This would be to commence the good 
work at the fountain-head of the evil. Let the Convention 
then recommend to its members, that when difficulties unhap- 
py arise between them, they refer the case toa council mu- 
tually chosen, and if possibie, let the parties agree to abide 
the decision of such council. ‘That man’s cause must be bad, 
at least we must be suspicious that it is so, who is unwilling 
t) submitit to three or five of his brethren, whose justice, 
rectitude. charity or power of discrimination he cannot doubt. 
Let our brethren adopt and pursue this course, and there is 
reason to believe that ecclesiastical trials would be less fre- 
quent, and the decisions generally more satisfactory. The 
councils will attend to the duty assigned them, with a deep 
sense of responsibility, which will increase and strengthen the 
confidence of those who choose them. The sittings of the 
convention will then be orcupied with the general business 
which properly belongs to such bodies ; and delivered from 
the irritating, fatiguing labors of reading charges, hearing evi- 


house of God in company,” with feelings suited to the import- 
ance of the occasion. They will * wait on the Lord without 
distraction.” 

It cannot reasonably be urged, that the plan here proposed 
is calculated to take away a necessary power from the peo- 
ple, to give it into the hands of the ministry. The societies 
still possess, and they must possess the power of electing their 


exercise this power. and oughtto doit They have a vote 


people or by-a brother in the ministry, with imprudence or 
crime. A council is called ; they decide that he is innocent ; 
but their decision may have no influence with the people ; 
they may still refuse to attend on the ministry, or give sup- 
port to the person accused ; and unlessan ayreementis made 
to abide the decision of the council, if a minister is adjudged 
t have conducted improperly, and to have rendered him- 
self unfit for his vocation, his people, ifthey think differently, 
can retain him. In every case, the power remains in their 


hands, and neither councils nor conventions can wrest it 
from them. CLEMENT. 


A REQUEST. 





Mr. Eptror: ' 
I have much studied the Epistles of St. Peter, but still, 


the 2d Epistle. Though Peter speaks of some things in 
St. Paul’s writings which are hard to be understood, yet 
I find nothing move dark and difficult than his own writ- 
ings and the Revelations. But will you explain, sir, in 
your paper, the passages in 2 Peter, Chap. 2, verse 4, and 
Jude 6th. Both appear to w:ite upon the same subject. 
Niany of your readers would be very much giatified, in 
perusing your illustration of those intricate texts. Those 
in the circle of my acquaintance, at least, would be pleas- 
ed to see occasional illustrations, on any of the dark say- 
ings of Peter’s letters, or other parts of the New Testa- 
ment. Your most ob’t. 


Gardiner, May 2d, 1824. H—-. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A hideous figure of ther foes they drew ; 

“ Nor looks, nor lines, nor shades, nor colors true : 

* And this grotesque design held up to public view ; 

“ And yet the dauling pleases !” 
Mr. STREETER—The “Christian Mirror” of the 25th 
June, contained the following Anecdote,copied fiom the 
** Theological Repertory :” 
‘A gentleman professing the Roman Catholic religion, mar- 
ried a protestant lady, whom he ardently wished to proselyte 
to the faith of the church of which he was himself a member. 
At length, wearied by his repeated solicitations, his conie- 
scending helpmate agreed to comply with his request, and 
even approach the sacrament of the eucharist. on condition of 
her being permitted to make the wafer, which. according to 
the faith of the catholic church, by virtue of the words of con- 
secration, pronounced by the priest, is converted into the real 
body of Christ, and of which at the time of her being received 
into the communion of that church, she was to partake. T'o 
this proposal the husband readily acceded, and a day was 
accordingly appointed. In the mean time the wafer was 
made by the lady, who employed a quantity of arsenic in _pre- 
paring it. Being about to communicate, she acquainted the 
priest with the imposition that had been practised upon him, 
observing, that if what she was about to receive was indeed 
the real body of Christ, he might himselfeat it without any 
apprehension whatever for his own personal safety, since as 
it was no longer bread, but as its nature had been completely 
changed, it could not contain any portion of the poison that 
had been originally used in making it. The priest was un- 
willing to try the experiment, and was in consequence turned 
out of doors by the husband. ‘The result was the conversion 
of the latter to the protestant religion.’ 


The foregoing anecdote is triumphantly brought for- 
ward in refutation of the doctrine of the,:eal presence— 
but on the admission of its truth, no conclusion can be 
drawn from it which tends in the smallest degree to iin- 
pair the credit of that article of the catholic faith. Let 
the fact be established, and all that can be deduced from 
it, is that the gentleman and lady, as well as the priest 
himself, were as little acquainted with the doctrine in 
question, as either the editor of the *Reperto:v, who 
first gave the story publicity, or the conductor of the 
* Mirror,’ who a few days since, inserted it in the columns 
of that paper. We are led to this conclusion with regard 
to the two last mentioned gentlemen, as, to suppose them 
to possess any knowledge of the subject of catholicity. 
would be to bring a still heavier chaige against them. 

But what, it may be inquired, is the real doctrine of 
the catholic church in relation to this subject’' 11 is as 
follows: That in the sacrament of the eucharist there is 
made a conversion of the whole substance of the bread 
into the body,and of the wine into the blood of Christ, but 
not into either his soul, or his divinity, both which are 
really present, though not by virtue of ¢ nsecration, but 
by concommitance. It is also a doctrine of the same 
church that for the validity of any sacrament, it is indis- 
pensably requisite that there should be employed, the fo. m, 





dence, ana delat ng upon its character and tendency; the 
awembers wil! ** dwell together in unity,” and * walk to the 


the matter, and the intention, as well as a lawful minis- 


own pastors, of continuing them at their pleasure, and of dis- | 
missing them when they see fit. Do what vou will, they will, 


to me they are sealed books ; especially the 2d chapter of 


ter, and that unless these requisitions a e Strictly coum 
plied with, no sac'ament can exist. Now, the matte; of 


the sacrament of the euchasist, fs pure wheaten b.eaq 
5 


either leavened or unteavened, ans umadulterated wine of 
the grape; and should any other substance be mixed with 
either the one or the other, caleulited to destioy their py. 
rity, no change whatever in their mature is effected p 

virtue of the consec:ation. The preceding statement coy. 
tains the genuine doctii:.e€ of the catholic church, whicii, ig 


upon the acts of allcouncils. A minister is charged by his | questioned, can be substantiated by appealing to the most 


authentic documents, as well as indisputable authorities 

It must be instantly perceived by every pe:son capabje 
of drawing a conclusion, that according to the above exs 
position, no change was effected in the nature Of the wa. 
fer, supposed to have been censecrated by the priest jg 

question. To what purpose, then, ts this story p.oduceq 

as an objection to the doctrine of the real piesence?’ 
has as much bea:ing upon the doct:ine of transubstuntia. 
ion, as upon that of the Zrinily, and might with equaj 
propriety be employed by a Socinian as by a Sacramen. 
tarian, in defending their respective opinions. 

It is cemarkable that the name of LUTHER is attached 
to the article on which we have been commenting. The 
writer of it inust have been as ignorant of the opinions of 
that Reformer, as of the doctrines of the catholic church, 
in making so unfortunate a selection of a pation for tie 
doctrine he opposes. It is well known to every person 
conversant with the writings of Luther, that though he 
rejected the doctiine of trans: bstantiation, he at the same 
time Zealously defended the doctiine of impanation or 
consulistantiation, which supposes the body and blood of 
Christ to be present with the bread and wine, in the sac- 
ramentof the euchs ist. He even wentso fa: as to ground 
his hopes of salvation on the opposition which he made 
to the Calvinists and Zuinglians, who refused to assent te 
his opinions. He styled them bread-enters and wine- 
diinke:s, fanatics, heretics, blasphemeis, pe:sons possess- 
ed by Satan, &c. He declares that he will neither re- 
ceive books, letters, &c. fromthem. He adds, that no one 
can pray for them, because they sin unto death. That 
he would carry his testimony along with him to the judg- 
ment-seat of Chiist, how with his whole soul he had a- 
voided them.”-—Hospinian pp. 2, 186, 187. 

It would be no very difficult task to prove that similar lib- 
erties could be taken by an infidel or unbeliever with the 
doctrine maintained by the editor of the Mirror respecting 
the sacrament or Lord’s supper, as the narrator or fabricato: 
of the story contained in the preceding article, has taken with 
the doctrine of the catholic church upon the same _ subject. 
To do this, however, would occupy more time than can at 
present be spared. Mr. Ranp resides in a place where, if he 
pleases, he can have free access to the most authentic sources 
from which a knowledge ofthe real and genuine doctrines of 
the catholic chureh can be derived, and such books as cannot 
be obtained in Portland, can be easily — on applica- 
tion to the catholic clergy of Boston. With means like these 
of acquiring correct information on these subjects, itis to be 
hoped he will not continue to publish representations like 
those contained in the article which led to the above remarks, 
and which are founded wholly upon misrepresentations of 
facts. ‘The object of the writer in the foregoing remarks has 
been to expose the unfair and unjustifiable manner in which 
a distinguishing tenet of the catholic church has been assailed 
by some writer in the Theological Repertory, but not to re- 
ply to the various objections which have been brought against 
it. Letthe doctrine be stated ; let its opponents attempt 4 
fair refutation of the arguments by which it is defended, and 
catholics will not complain. Even on the supposition tha‘ 
every charge that has been brought against the catholic rel!- 
gion is literally true, it would not follow that every manner o! 
assailing it can be justified by conscience, or approved by God 
Adnaitting that the editor of the Mirror firmly believes every 
thing that has been published to its disadvantage, (and we do 
not question his sincerity,) still a gentleman laying claim t¢ 
the character of a divine, and by profession a theologian, and 
having, we hope, some knowledge of casuistry, cannot be 1£- 
norant of a decision of an authority for which, if he believes 
the epistle tothe Romans to be canonical, he must enterlair 
the profoundest respect. The decision to which we refer, \§, 
that “ It is not lawful to do evil that good may come of it.” 

AUGUSTINE. 

P. S. Since the above article was written we have ast¢! 
tained that a story in every respect similar to the anecdote ° 
the poisoned wafer, may be found in a book that has veer 
frequently published and distributed throughout England. !1e 
land and Scotland, entitled, ** 4 Narrative of the Convers" 
of Andrew Dunn,” during the last fifty years at least. ly 
this remark, however, we cdo not intend to impeach ‘ 
veracity of the “ gentleman” from whom the editor of te 
Theolog cal Repertory received an assurance of the genuine 
ness of the anecdote which has appeared both in that publ.ce 
tion and in the Christian Mirror and probably contributed t 
the entertainment, edification and instruction of their respec! 
ive readers 
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